Dear Editor,

The article titled 'Healthcare impact of COVID-19 epidemic in India: a stochastic mathematical model' published in by Chatterjee et al. Med J Armed Forces India 2020. <https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mjafi.2020.03.022> is helpful for designing further course of action for COVID-19 as it highlights possible situations that could be faced by India in upcoming days.[@bib1] Such a projection is helpful in estimating load on the existing health system and preparation required for tackling the same, without compromising ongoing healthcare.

With gradual increase in the number of active cases over the past one month, even after imposing national lockdown, the future course looks gloomy. With the exiting doubling rate of 9.1 days,[@bib2] the number of cases would be around 200,000 within the next one month. From the concept of the iceberg phenomenon, it could be assumed that the 'actual number of cases' is different from the 'diagnosed cases', particularly because the case, in many instances, is asymptomatic.[@bib3] With about 300 laboratories[@bib4] and prevailing lockdown, many cases might have been missed across 700+ districts in the country. Community surveillance, if adopted, might lead to a different scenario. It may be pertinent to mention that in countries such as South Korea, where widespread screening was adopted to cover the extent of 1% of the population, the success has been notable.[@bib5]

Besides, for the sake of economy, the lockdown would end, sooner or later, giving way to the free mobility of asymptomatic cases. So far, there has been limited possibility to infect others by such cases; the strict measures in place are the reason behind gradual reduction in the basic reproduction number. However, government is constantly trying to accelerate the number of persons being tested.

Human lives were the most precious victim of this pandemic, distantly followed by economy. This one being a novel virus, it took us time to understand, devise strategy and implement the containment mechanisms. Even the developed countries have lost numerous lives before putting mitigation machinery in place.

With the restriction extended until May 3, 2020, the impact is likely to be improved. As development of vaccines would take a long time to reach the population and achieving herd immunity is not immediately possible, restricted reversal of lockdown seems to be the only option. The future is waiting for responsible citizens equipped with the etiquette of social distancing.
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